
8 DUTY
 
1. The idea of duty varies much among different nations: in one country, if a man does 
not do certain things, people will say he has acted wrongly; while if he does those very 
things in another country, people will say that he did not act rightly; and yet we know that 
there must be some universal idea of duty.... The important thing is to know that there are 
gradations of duty and of morality-that the duty of one state of life, in one set of 
circumstances will not and cannot be that of another.   
 
 2. Our first duty is not to hate ourselves; because to advance we must have faith in 
ourselves first and then in God. He who has no faith in himself can never have faith in 
God.     
 
 3. To give an objective definition of duty is ... entirely impossible. Yet there is duty from 
the subjective side. Any action that makes us go Godward is a good action, and is our 
duty; any action that makes us go downward is evil, and is not our duty.   
 
4. Every man should take up his own ideal and endeavour to accomplish it; that is a surer 
way of progress than taking up other men's ideals, which he can never hope to 
accomplish.    
 
5. No man can long occupy satisfactorily a position for which he is not fit. There is no 
use in grumbling against nature’s adjustment. He who does the lower work is not 
therefore a lower man. No man is to be Judged by the mere nature of his duties, but all 
should be judged by the manner and the spirit in which they perform them.    
 
6. By doing well the duty which is nearest to us, the duty which is in our hands now, we 
make ourselves stronger; and improving our strength in this manner step by step, we may 
even reach a state in which it shall be our privilege to do the most coveted and honoured 
duties in life and in society.    
 
7. Every duty is holy, and devotion to duty is the highest form of the worship of God.    
 
8. We find ourselves in the position for which we are fit, each ball finds its own hole; and 
if one has some capacity above another, the world will find that out too, in this universal 
adjusting that goes on. So it is no use to grumble.... What is the use of fighting and 
complaining? That will not help us to better things. He who grumbles at the little thing 
that has fallen to his lot will grumble at everything. Always grumbling, he will lead a 
miserable life, and everything will be a failure. But, that man who does his duty as he 
goes, putting his shoulder to the wheel, will see the light, and higher and higher duties 
will fall to his share.        
 
9. When you are doing any work, do not think of anything beyond. Do it as worship, as 
the highest worship, and devote your whole life to it for the time being.        
 
10. It is the worker who is attached to results that grumbles about the nature of the duty 



which has fallen to his lot. To the unattached worker all duties are equally good and form 
efficient instruments with which selfishness and sensuality may be killed, and the 
freedom of the soul secured.        
 
11. We are all apt to think too highly of ourselves. Our duties are determined by our   
deserts to a much larger extent than we are willing to grant. Competition rouses envy, and 
it kills the kindliness of the heart. To the grumbler, all duties are distasteful; nothing will 
ever satisfy him, and his whole life is doomed to   prove a failure. Let us work on, doing 
as we go whatever happens to be our duty, and being ever-ready to put our shoulders to 
the wheel. Then surely shall we see the Light!        
 
12. You should cultivate a noble nature by doling your duty. By doing our duty we get rid   
of the idea of duty; and then and then only we   feel everything as done by God. We are 
but   machines in His hand. This body is opaque, God is the lamp. Whatever is going out 
of the body is God's. You don't feel it. You feel "I" This   is delusion. You must learn 
calm submission to the will of God. Duty is the best school for it. This duty is morality. 
Drill yourself to be thoroughly submissive. Get rid of the "I". No humbuggism. Then you 
can get rid of the idea of duty; for all is His. Then you go on naturally, forgiving, 
forgetting, etc.        
 
13. Duty is seldom sweet. It is only when love greases its wheels that it runs smoothly; it 
is a continuous friction otherwise. How else could parents do their duties to their 
children, husbands to their wives and vice versa? Do we not meet with cases of friction 
every day in our lives? Duty is sweet only through love.        
 
14. How easy it is to interpret slavery as duty; the morbid attachment of flesh to flesh as   
duty! Men go out into the world and struggle and fight for money or for any other thing 
to which they get attached. Ask them why they do it. They say, "It is a duty" It is the 
absurd greed for gold and gain, and they try to cover it with a few flowers.        
 
15. Duty becomes a disease with us; it drags us ever forward. It catches hold of us and 
makes our whole life miserable. It is the bane of human life. This duty, this idea of duty 
is the midday summer sun which scorches the innermost soul of mankind. Look at those 
poor slaves to duty! Duty leaves them no time to say prayers, no time to bathe. Duty is 
ever on them. They go out and work. Duty is on them! They come home and think of the 
work for the next day. Duty is on them! It is living a slave's life, at last dropping down in 
the street and dying in harness, like a horse. This is duty as it is understood.  
 
The only true duty is to be unattached and to work as free beings, to give up all 
work unto God.   


